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Braves slugger 
Andruw Jones 
lives up to his 
promise with a 
career season 




The Nats have learned that 
banking on Brad Wilkerson is 
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ESTEBAN LOAIZA has the sec- 
ond-best ERA among Nationals 
starting pitchers and sports a 
.500 record. 

What’s the fastest a pitch of 
yours has been clocked at? 

Ninety- eight miles per hour. 

You were born on New Year’s Eve. 
What type of party does that make? 

It’s a party for everybody. I’m buy- 
ing. 

What’s the most embarrassing 
thing you’ve done on the field? 

Tripping in Philadelphia in my 
second year in the big leagues, 
from the steps coming down. 
Coming in from the third inning 
after three outs — they caught 
me, though. 

The crowd didn’t react — just 
the ballplayers. 


Is there any difference between 
pitching in the AL versus the NL? 

There’s just different hitters and 
different ballparks. It’s real hard 
to adapt, especially if you’re coming 
from one league to the other after 
a lot of years. If you don’t know the 
hitters that well, you just got to look 
at a lot of video, a lot of reports and 
watch the game a lot more so you 
know what to expect. 

You’ve never stolen a base in your 
career. Do you ever want to? 

I hope so. Hopefully before I retire. 

Do you prefer pitching in a dome or 
an open stadium? 

I like pitching outdoors — you 
never know what you’re going to 
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get with the wind and the night. 
Pitching indoors, it just feels like 
you’re not pitching a regular game 
of baseball. You have to be outside, 
with the lights and stars and what’s 
going on in the air. 

You’ve met Mexican president 
Vicente Fox. What’s he like? 

He’s really nice — a cool guy. He’s 
a good president, you could say. 
Talking to him for a half-hour in 
2003 when I went down there, it 
was really special and really good to 
know someone like that, especially 
for my future and my career play- 
ing baseball. We talked a little bit 
about baseball; he wanted to know 
where I was from and where I was 
born, and where are the places I 
go — and he’s been to a lot of those 
places I’ve been. 

What’s the worst thing about pitch- 
ing at RFK? 

The heat! Down on the Reid, it gets 
pretty hot and muggy. I know we’re 
in August already, and I know in 
June and July it was really hot, and 
there was nothing you could do but 
just play the game, chrismincher 
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61 1 Livan 
Hernandez 
W-L ERA K WHIP 
14-6 3.87 115 1.47 




Esteban 
Loaiza 1 21 
W-L ERA K WHIP 
9-9 3.57 133 1.29 


221 John 

W-L ERA K WHIP 

Patterson 8-4 2.43 145 1.15 

45lJohn 

W-L ERA K WHIP 

Halama 

l-l 5.33 28 1.40 

361 Tony 

W-L ERA K WHIP 

Armas 

7-7 4.53 56 1.48 

1 The Bullpen 1 

321 Chad 



Cordero | 

W-L ERA K WHIP ' 
2-3 .96 55 .92 




38 1 Gary 
Majewski 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



2-3 3.02 

31 

1.40 

481 Hector W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Carrasco 

3-3 2.24 

37 

1.13 

58lJoey 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Eischen 

2-0 3.70 

21 

1.40 

30 1 Mike 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Stanton 

1-3 5.40 

16 

1.50 

26lJason 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Bergmann 0-0 0.00 

3 

.75 


(Ife) Nationals Move to the Left 


Nationals’ opponents 
faced something in the 
first inning on Aug. 27 
they had not faced » 

this season: a left-handed pitcher. Washington, 
scrambling forfill-ins after Tony Armas and 
Ryan Dresefell out of the rotation with inju- 
ries, called up Matt White to start againstthe 
St. Louis Cardinals — thefirst lefty the Nats 
have started this season. White didn’t do any- 
thing to make team officials changetheir plans 
of keeping his stay a short one, however, and 
was sent back down to the minors after the 
game after with a 9.00 ERA following the 6-0 


loss. White, who hadn’t pitched in the majors 
sincea relief appearance for Seattle in 2003, 
also threw a wild pitch and hit a batter. Despite 
the brief stint, the Nationals seem to be moving 
to the left recently — they started their second 
southpaw, John Halama, on Sunday against 
the Cards. 

THREE ... TWO ...: Rightfielder Jose Guillen 
wentO-for-4 Aug.28againstSt. Louis, lowering 
hisaverageto .298and giving the Nationals no 
player with an .300 average or better. Only three 
starters are hitting more than .275 — besides 
Guillen, first baseman Nick Johnson (.293) 
and catcher Brian Schneider (.284). Of course, 
it’s always worth noting shortstop Christian 



John Halama is one of two southpaws to start. 


Guzman’s .195average. Never gets old. 

HE’S THE BERGMANN: Right-handed pitch- 
er Jason Bergmann was called upfrom Triple- 
A New Orleans on Aug. 27 to take White’s ros- 


ter spot. Bergmann has done well for the Zephyrs 
this season with a5-2 record, seven saves and a 
2.19 ERA. He carried that success overto his first 
appearance on the mound Aug. 28, allowing only 
one hit and striking out three in just 1.1 innings of 
relief againstthe Cardinals. 

NO ARMAS: Tony Armas is still out with a shoulder 
injury,and itiooks like he will beoutthefirst week 
of September. He’s been rehabbing some soreness 
since he left the game against Cincinnati on Aug. 22 
in thethird inning. 

TURNED PRESTON: When outfielder Preston Wilson 
made a sliding catch to rob Cardinals slugger 
Albert Pujols of a hit, it was justthe latest of aseries 
of impressive defensive plays he’s made since com- 
ing overfrom Colorado. Wilson has yetto make an 
error in D.C., but had 3errors fora .979fielding per- 
centage in 69games in Colorado, chris mincher 
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SJL Even as 
4f\ injuries 
take their toll, 
Brad Wilkerson 
reminds the 
Nats why he's 
someone they 
can count on 
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WHEN THE MONTREAL 
EXPOS moved to Wash- 
ington, it was inevitable that local 
companies, thinking of endorse- 
ment possibilities, would soon be 
sifting through the roster look- 
ing for a face that fans would find 
familiar. 

Big bats Jose Guillen, Nick 
Johnson and Brian Schneider didn’t 
get the call. Nor did anyone on the 
Nationals’ stellar pitching staff. 

Nope. When Chevy Chase Bank 
decided on a spokesperson, it was 
outfielder Brad Wilkerson chosen 
to tote around a briefcase with a 
baseball bat jutting through it. 

Wilkerson, admittedly, hasn’t 
been the most explosive hitter for 
the Nationals this season, hitting 
.248 with just 47 RBI, the fifth- 
most on the team. But what makes 
Wilkerson such a recognizable fig- 
ure for even casual fans is exactly 
what makes him so valuable a player 
— he’s always there on a team rid- 
dled by injuries. 

“He’s tough,” General Manager 
Jim Bowden said. “He’s like Pete 
Rose. You can’t keep him down.” 

To adapt the Postal Service 
motto: Neither pain nor heat nor 
gloom of slump stays him. And fans, 
players and coaches alike have come 
to count on it. 

“He comes to the ballpark pre- 
pared to play every day — play hard,” 
right fielder Jose Guillen said. 

It’s that attitude that has made 
Wilkerson a leader in the clubhouse, 
players say. But not in the outspo- 
ken, locker-room motivational- 
speech sense you might expect 
from Hollywood sports movies. 

“I’m not very vocal as a leader, 
but I try to get out there and lead 
by example,” Wilkerson said. “I try 
to go out there and, by my perfor- 
mance on the Reid, going out there 
some days nicked up a bit, show- 
ing guys you can play not being 100 
percent sometimes, and still do a 
very good job.” 

To Wilkerson, nothing is more 
repugnant than the bench and 
giving up the chance to contrib- 
ute. That passion — to do every- 
thing to get on the field — is his 
primary motivation and motivates 
those around him to take the same 
approach. 

“He’s a fiery- attitude -type guy,” 
center fielder Preston Wilson said. 
“He plays hard, and he wants his 
teammates to play hard.” 

One thingthat enables Wilkerson 
to help out in every game is his abil- 
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ity to effectively play across the out- 
field and at first base. Having the 
adaptability of a utility fielder has 
widened the Nationals’ options for 
Relder-shuffling when injuries have 
necessitated a temporary piecemeal 
roster, but to him, it’s just a matter 
of “being prepared.” 

“It’s taking advantage of the time 
during batting practice to really 
work on the different positions,” 


Wilkerson, whose favorite position 
is left Reid, said. “Sometimes I’ll go 
off in right Reid — I very seldom play 
in right field — but I’ll go out there 
and watch balls off the bat, just to 
get a feel for it, a little bit.” 

Others, such as Guillen, attri- 
bute Wilkerson’s versatility to his 
understanding of the game. “He’s 
a natural,” Guillen said. “He knows 
what he’s doing there.” 


All of which has contributed 
to Wilkerson being a fixed pres- 
ence on the field throughout the 
season. While that’s certainly not 
a bad thing, it has taken a toll on 
what he has been able to produce 
offensively. So far, he’s on track to 
set per-at-bat lows of runs, home 
runs, RBI, batting average and 
on-base percentage since he first 
entered the majors in 2001. 


FAN FAVORITE: Since the Expos 
left Montreal, Brad Wilkerson 
has becomethefaceofthe 
Nationals dueto his popularity. 
One of the main reasons he has 
thefans’ respect is that he comes 
to play every game. 


Wilkerson acknowledges the 
drop off, but notes the season isn’t 
over yet, and knows that as long as 
he focuses on being on the Reid, he’ll 
be in a position to help his team win 
— and turn his numbers around in 
the process. 

“I’m not very satisfied with the 
way I’ve been playing this year, but 
I’ve been battling a lot of aches and 
pains,” he said. “Hopefully, this last 
month, I can turn it around and 
help this team win a wild-card 
berth or a division title.” 

And while other players across 
the league who suffer slumps are 
often subjected to the ridicule of 
disgruntled fans, Wilkerson has 
continued to be a fan favorite. 

“The fans have been great all year. 
It feels good to see fans wearing your 
jersey, wearing your T-shirts with 
your name on it,” Wilkerson said. 
“That didn’t happen on too many 
occasions in Montreal.” 

And fans that do show up to 
RFK sporting a Wilkerson uni- 
form know that they’ll almost 
always get to see their man. After 
all, if it’s one thing about Wilkerson 
that the Nationals can have confi- 
dence in, it’s that every game “they 
know I’m ready to go.” 

You can take that to the bank. 

CHRIS MINCHER 


Johnson 
is 18th in 
the NL in 
doubles. 



Nats Double Their Fun at RFK 


WASHINGTON HAS FLOUNDERED in last 
or near-last in the league for almost every 
offensive category this season. But one thing 
they’ve been able to smack with some consis- 
tency is doubles. 

The Nationals are currently 10th in the 
majors in two -baggers, and three play- 
% doubles -hitters of 

rym0g National League: left fielder Brad 
^ Wilkerson, 7th with 34 (10th overall); 
third baseman Vinny Castilla, 14th with 31 
(23rd overall); and first baseman Nick Johnson, 
18th with 30 (32nd overall). 

The success at extra-base hits, players say, is yet 
another effect of the large Reid at RFK. While the lon- 
ger dimensions have most conspicuously kept home 
run numbers down, they’ve also provided more grass 
to put the ball in. 


“It’s a [big] field — that’s why you don’t hit any 
homers here,” Castilla said. “You get doubles here.” 

Wilkerson agreed. 

“I should hit a few more home runs, but I think that’s 
a lot to do with the ballpark we play in,” he said. 

Of course, with quite a few low batting averages 
across the roster, the team is still adapting to take 
full advantage of the ballpark. 

With a few more years at RFK ahead, the team 
needs to stop trying for the long home run and focus 
on what beneRts the big Reid can offer a hitter, coach- 
es said. 

Players say they’ve realized this season that, what- 
ever expectations they’ve had based on their statistics 
of previous years, they’ll have to adjust their batting 
strategy if they want to get the offense competitive. 

“In this ballpark, everyone’s numbers have shown 
that’s the way it is,” Wilkerson said, chrismincher 
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Starting Pitchers 


211 Jon Lieber 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
12-12 4.81 112 1.29 




Cory LidlelSO 

W-L ERA K WHIP 


l M 

9-10 4.75 

101 

1.36 

Brett 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Myers 139 

11-6 3.55 

161 

1.21 

Vicente 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Padilla 144 

7-11 4.32 

76 

1.47 

Robinson 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Tejada 150 

4-3 3.20 

70 

1.35 



131 Billy Wagner 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
4-1 1.65 62 0.85 



Ugueth 




Urbina 174 



W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 


;4-4 3.45 

74 

1.20 

37lRheal 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Cormier 

3-2 5.56 

30 

1.44 

631 Ryan 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Madson 

6-4 3.28 

63 

1.15 

Aaron 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Fultz 146 

3-0 2.34 

45 

I.OI 

Eude 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Brito 158 

0-0 1.80 

2 

.80 


(Series) Close Calls Going Against the Nationals 


Entering the first week of 
September, the Nationals 
— one year removed 
from being the lowly » 

Montreal Expos — open a home stand against 
divisional rival Philadelphia in the thick of the 
wild card race. 

Now if they could only geta break. 

Washington was2-16in one-run games the 
first six weeks after the All-Star game. That 
won’t win you any pennants. 

But big hits will. 

Washington leftatotal of 19 runners on base 
in the lastthree games they played againstthe 


Phillies, all of which were decided by one run. 
Onetimely hit in each game would have turned a 
series split into a series sweep, giving them a leg 
up inthe wild card race heading into their current 
stretch where they play 15 of 23 games at home. 

THE BOSS’ TAKE: Phillies’ General Manager Ed 
Wade isn’t going to letoneloss botherhimall 
that much, but with the division and wild card 
races so tight now, he says the Phillies can’t 
stomach a4-12 run likethey had attheend of 
June. 

“We are playing so many games against divi- 
sion rivals,’’ Wade said. “You can’t afford to get 
into a seven- or eight-day lull where you’re just 
not playing consistent baseball.’’ 



CLOSER: Phillies relief pitcher Billy Wagner has 
over 30 saves for the sixth time in his solid career. 


CLOSING THE DOOR: The Phillies were 54-1 when 
leading after eight inningsthrough Aug. 23. Most 
of that is attributable to closer Billy Wagner, who 
has already surpassed the30-save markforthe 
sixth time in his career. 

SURE HANDS: With a Major League-low 62 errors 
and a.987fielding percentagethrough Aug. 23, 
the Phillies areoneofthe bestfielding teams in 
baseball. 

RUNNING MEN: The Phillies encourage steal- 
ing. As of Aug. 23, the club had 81 stolen bases, 
good forthird in the National League. Shortstop 
Jimmy Rollins and right fielder Bobby Abreu 
combined for 53 of those swipes, eric brandner 
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SO MUCH FOR THE 
SECRET. 

Bobby Abreu doesn’t command 
star power. He doesn’t stand out 
physically, nor does he go around 
trumpeting his achievements in the 
third person. 

Sure, Major League pitch- 
ers knew about him, but most 
non-rotisserie fanatics west of 
Pennsylvania couldn’t have point- 
ed him out before July 11. 

Now, everyone knows Abreu as 
the hero of this year’s CENTURY 21 
Home Run Derby, where he belted 
a record 41 longballs at Comerica 
Park. 

The irony? He cleared the fenc- 
es just four times in the six weeks 
following that magical night in 
Detroit. 

But Abreu is no disappoint- 
ment. He’s just been busy doing 
other things, like throwing out 
runners from right field, batting 
around .300 and closing in on a 
third straight 100 -RBI season. 

“I think [he put on] a show,” 
Phillies General Manager Ed 
Wade said. “But I think if Bobby 
decided to just focus on one facet 
of his game, in my mind there’s no 
question he could win a batting title. 
He could lead the league in home 
runs if that’s what he decided to do. 
But Bobby’s approach to the game 
is that he wants to use all his tools 
to help the team win.” 

Need a grand slam? Abreu had 
three this season through Aug. 27. 
Just need a sacrifice fly? He had 
four of those. 

“He’s a very smart hitter from 
the standpoint of understanding 
the game,” Wade said. 

It’s too soon to tell if Abreu’s 
journey will get him to Cooperstown 
one day, but he’s a lock for the fan- 


Batty 


Bobby Abreu proves he can do 
it all at the plate for the Phillies 


tasy baseball hall of fame. 

He’s just the third player in 
Major League history to hit 20 
home runs and steal 20 bases in 
seven consecutive seasons — and 
the first to do so who wasn’t named 
Bonds. 

As of last Friday, he was on pace 
to clear 100 walks for the seventh- 
straight campaign and post an on- 
base percentage of over .400 for the 
fourth-straight year. Abreu was also 
on track to club 30 -plus doubles 
and should easily top the 100 -run 
mark for the sixth time in his last 
seven seasons. 

“We think that Bobby’s probably 
one of the more complete players 
in our entire league. It’s nice that 
he’s finally getting the recognition,” 
Wade said. “He’s a five -tool player. 
You look at the consistency and it’s 
obvious he’s one of the top players 
in the game.” 

And that’s just what the Phillies 


Phillies teammates congratulate Bobby Abreu on a home run in August. The Venezuelan was the Home Run Derby champion. 
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WALK, DO RUN 

Career-best 127 walks last 
yearwas third inthe NL 
Also led the team last year 
with a career-high 40 stolen 
bases, third inthe NL 

89 walks this year is currently 
second in the National League 


are looking for down the stretch. 

Philadelphia shortstop Jimmy 
Rollins may have put Abreu’s mid- 
season moment best. 

“That was his Home Run Derby 
swing, not his game swing,” Rollins 
told MLB.com. “But the people 
hadn’t come to see Bobby hit line 
drives to left field.” 


Then again, a few well-placed 
line drives at homer- stingy RFK go 
a long way to helping the Phillies 
take a few games from the Nationals 
this weekend. 

And despite what you saw 
for one night in July, that’s prob- 
ably what Abreu does best. 

ERIC BRANDNER 


An Unlikely Staff Stays Afloat 


THEY HAVE NO PEDRO, no Clemens, not I The trio of setup men, Ryan Madson, Ugeth Urbina 


Brett Myers may be Philly’s best pitcher. 


even a Dontrelle Willis. 

They do have a Brett Myers, a Jon Lieber and a Cory 
Lidle. The only way any of these Phillies will be get- 
ting a Cy Young is if Dwight Gooden hocks 
his on eBay to pay his court costs. 

Still, despite the glaring lack of a 
top -of- the -line starting pitcher, the 
Philadelphia Phillies find them- 
selves in prime position to lock 
down the National League wild 
card. They’ve reached that unlikely 
position because of the way that the 
rotation and the bullpen have picked 
each other up throughout the season. 
When the starter slumps, the relievers 
often have been there to pick up the slack. 
And vice versa. 


and lights-out closer Billy Wagner, has done its job 
well, with Wagner being particularly unhittable as 
he has notched more than 30 saves. 


“We’ve said if the starters can take advantage of 
the bullpen, we’re in pretty good shape,” General 
Manager Ed Wade said. 

Lidle is the lefty with finesse, whom Wade said has 
set an example for the young pitchers. If the Phillies are 
playing in October, it will be Lieber, in his 12th big-league 
season, whom the young staff looks to for guidance. 

Still, it could be Myers whom the team turns to 
in a pinch. At just 25 years old, he leads the Phillies 
in wins and has the best ERA among the starters. 
“Myers has stepped up and been our most consis- 
tent big-game pitcher this year,” Wade said. “From 
the standpoint of on-field performance, he’s the guy 

for us.” DEREK TURNER 
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Startinsf Pitchers 

ir 


Dontrelle 
Willis 1 35 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
18-8 2.61 130 1.12 




21 1 Josh 
Beckett 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



128 

1.16 

34IA.J. 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Burnett 

12-7 2.90 

159 

1.19 

56 1 Jason 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

M. Vargas 

5-1 3.16 

36 

1.22 

Ismael 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Valdez 1 31 

l-l 4.00 

14 

1.59 

1 The Bullpen | 


Todd 
Jones 1 50 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
1-4 1.07 50 .92 





h 


.,aL 

Guillermo 
Mota 1 59 

W-L ERA K WHIP 


. V- 

1-2 

4.24 

53 

1.36 

571 Antonio w-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Alfonseco 

l-l 

2.41 

12 

1.29 

49 1 Ron 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Villone 

0-2 

7.45 

12 

1.76 

361 Brian 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Moehler 

6-9 

3.74 

75 

1.47 

411 John 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Riedling 

4-1 

6.33 

16 

1.59 


(Series) Marlins Hope to 


The Marlins were swept 
in three games the last 
time they visited RFK 
Stadium in early June » 

and wereoutscored by the Nationals, 16-8. It’s 
the lasttimethe Marlins were swept on the road. 

Thistime around, immediately after leav- 
ing Washington, the Marlins pay visits to both 
Philadelphia and Houston, and following a brief 
three-game series at home, they travel again to 
face the New York Mets and Atlanta Braves. 

So Florida’s playoff hopes will rely heavily on 
whetheror not it can steal acouple intheopposi- 
tion’s home, starting here in Washington. 


ABOVE AVERAGE: The Marlins have consistent- 
ly been one of the best hitting teams in the Major 
Leagues all season long. Through 127 games, 
the Marlins were batting .273-good for second 
in the National League, afull 20 points morethan 
the Nationals, who, by the way, were last in the 
Majors. 

SILENCING BABY-FACE: The last time 22-year- 
old Miguel Cabrera faced the Nationals at RFK 
Stadium, he went just2-for-14. The Nationals are 
hoping the young, talented, two-time All-Star 
doesn’t fare too much betterthis time around 
either. 

DERAILING THE D-TRAIN: Slated as a probable 


Exact Revenge on Nats 



D-TRAIN: Dontrelle Willis hasn’t slowed down 
from his fast start and is on pace for20 victories. 


starter in the four-game set against Washington, 
the Marlins’ Dontrelle Willis is on pacetowin20 
games this season. Rising quickly as one of the 
game’s most dominating starters, Willis is 
2-0 in two appearances vs. the Nationals this 
season, surrendering justSearned runs inthe 
two games combined. Of course, he hasn’tfaced 
Washington batters since April 18. 

TRIPLE THREAT: In addition to Willis, the Marlins 
also have two othervery capableand imposing 
starters- Josh Beckett, the 2003 World Series 
MVP, and A. J. Burnett. All three have double- 
digit win totals and at least 125 strikeouts, mak- 
ing the trio one of the most dominating pitching 
threats in baseball, mattpapuchis 
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Eariy to Rise 

22 -year-old Cabrera wastes no time establishing himself as a star 


AT JUST 22 YEARS OLD, 

he already has the accom- 
plishments and accolades of a sea- 
soned veteran — two All-Star game 
appearances, nearly 75 career home 
runs and a World Series title — just 
to name a few. He’s already being 
compared to Albert Pujols and 
Manny Ramirez. 

It’s hard to imagine that this is 
only his second complete major- 
league season, having been called 
up in June 2003. And for Miguel 
Cabrera, the young Marlins out- 
fielder from Maracay, Venezuela, 
who was one of the leading vote -get- 
ters for this year’s National League 
All-Star team, the future is noth- 
ing but bright. 

“Well, obviously, he’s a terrific 
young player,” Marlins General 
Manager Larry Beinfest said. “He 
came up, and, since day one, he’s fit 
right in, hitting in either the third or 
fourth spot. He’s definitely a threat 
every time he comes up.” 

While it’s apparent that Cabrera 
has gained the admiration of both 
Marlins’ management and his 
teammates, he has also gained 
the respect of other players around 
the league, which was made evident 
with his All-Star selection this year. 
Cabrera is also getting attention 
from the managers whose teams 
he has dominated. 



YR 

G 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

TB 

SB 

CS 

SF 

SH 

AVG 

SLG 

’04 

160 

603 

101 

177 

31 

1 

33 

112 

68 

309 

5 

2 

8 

0 

.294 

.366 

’05 

128 

495 

87 

164 

37 

2 

27 

91 

51 

286 

1 

2 

6 

0 

.331 

.392 


Florida Holds On to One 




AS THE FINAL DAYS DF JULY ticked 
off the calendar and the trade deadline 
approached, A. J. Burnett was the talk of baseball. 

The Florida Marlins right-hander was the premier 
pitcher on the block. And was he ever on the block. If 
you believe the rumors, Burnett was one phone call 
away from joining the White Sox. Or the Red Sox. 
Or the Orioles. 

It wasn’t because Burnett, a flame-thrower with 
nipple rings and a predilection for heavy metal, was 
a proven star. He wasn’t. 

Burnett is a pitcher constantly on the verge of 
unlocking his potential. He entered this season 
with a career 37-38 record. But he’s shown flashes 
of greatness. In April, he threw back-to-back com- 
plete games, defeating the Phillies and Mets. 



After nearly being traded, A.J. Burnett 
won seven straight games for Florida. 


of Its Big Fish 

Still, in mid- July, his record and his earned run 
average were unimpressive. 

But the trade rumors — or something — set him 
off. 

From July 19 to Aug. 19, Burnett won seven straight 
games. In the process, he raised his record to 12-4 and 
lowered his ERA from 3.68 to 2.90. 

“As the deadline approached, A.J. was perform- 
ing very well, and we obviously realized that he was 
a vital part of our staff,” Florida General Manager 
Larry Beinfest said. “We have the philosophy: You 
win with pitching.” 

And so with Burnett sticking around to complete 
a dangerous trio that includes Dontrelle Willis and 
Josh Burkett, the Marlins are making a push for a 
postseason spot, derek turner 


“He’s a phenom,” San Francisco 
Giants Manager Felipe Alou told 
MLB.com earlier this summer after 
a Marlins- Giants series in which 
the baby- faced Cabrera hit three 
home runs, two doubles and drove 
in five runs during the three-game 
set. Cabrera was named National 
League Player of the Week after 
the series. 

In early August, when three of 
the Marlins’ other top offensive 
players — Carlos Delgado, Juan 
Encarnacion and Paul Lo Duca — 
were sidelined with injuries, Florida 
relied heavily on Cabrera to keep the 
team in contention. He did slump a 
little during that stretch — he went 
just 8 -for- 40 — and his batting aver- 
age dropped as a result. So Marlins 
Manager Jack McKeon gave Cabrera 
a day off in mid-August against the 
San Diego Padres — only his third 
day off all season. 

Still, the right-handed Cabrera 
has been the Marlins batting leader 
in nearly every important category 
all season, including batting aver- 
age, hits, home runs, RBI, dou- 
bles and runs scored. And now, as 
Florida is making a push to chal- 
lenge for the NL East title and wild 
card in the highly- congested post- 
season race, the Marlins will once 
again look to Cabrera to help lead 
the way offensively. 

It may be a lot for someone 
so young to carry that kind of a 
load. But the 6 -foot-2, 210 -pound 
Cabrera is no stranger to pressure. 
When he was called up in June 2003 
from Double -A, he was needed to 
step up right away. He hit 12 home 
runs, had 62 RBI and was a key 
contributor to the Marlins’ World 
Series run. 

Only 20 years old at the time, 
Cabrera hit .333 with three homers 
and six RBI in the National League 
Championship Series against the 
Chicago Cubs. He also belted a 
homer off of Roger Clemens in the 
Marlins’ 4-3 win over the New 
York Yankees in Game 4 of the 
World Series. 

Despite the Marlins missing the 
playoffs in 2004, Cabrera managed 
to elevate his game, and finished 
last season just shy of batting .300 
while recording 33 home runs. 

“I think what he’s doing now is 
something he’ll be doing for the 
foreseeable future,” Beinfest said. 
“He is truly one of the game’s great 
young stars, and he’s going to con- 
tinue to get better and be an out- 
standing performer for a long time.” 

MATT PAPUCHIS 
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Start! n 


John 

Smoltz 1 29 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
13-6 2.96 


15 1 Tim 
Hudson 

W-L ERA K WHIP 


52IJohn W-L ERA K WHIP 
Thompson 3-4 4.97 41 1.44 


Jorge W-L ERA K WHIP 
Sosa 1 34 9-2 2.56 67 1.36 


30 1 Horacio w-L era k whip 
Ramirez lo-s 4.52 53 1.33 


The BullDen 


50 1 Chris 
Reitsma 

w-L ERA K WHIP 


4.07 35 1.22 


1 



40 1 Kyle 
Farnsworth 

w-L ERA K WHIP 


4 . - ^ 

0-0 

1.80 

12 

1.00 

Dan 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Kolb 151 

3-6 

5.04 

31 

1.72 

John 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Foster 146 

3-1 

3.46 

24 

1.27 

Blaine 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Boyer 148 

l-l 

1.93 

24 

1.07 


5liMacay w-L era k whip 
McBride 0-0 6.00 10 1.72 


(Series) Braves’ Jones Feeling Less Than Chipper 


Atlanta third baseman 
Chipper Jones’ produc- 
tion has declined sharply 
this season as a torn » 

ligament in his leftfoot has forced him to miss 45 
games before returning to the lineup on July 18. 

While his average is still hovering around .300, 
he’s on pace to fall short of the 20 home run and 80 
RBI plateausforthefirsttimein his 11 -year career. 

And then there was the slide. 

Just 10 days after he returned to the Braves’ 
lineup, Washington outfielder Jose Guillen slid 
in high and hard on Jones during the sixth inning 
of the Nationals’ 5-4 loss to the Braves, ripping 


through thethird baseman’s pants and sliding 
shorts. That prompted Jones — alreadyfrus- 
trated after losing so many games to injuries — 
to warn that he may take out Nationals’ second 
baseman Jose Vidro the next time he became 
frustrated. 

Whether it’s excess contact at the plate or 
onthefield,expectthe hotcornerto beafocal 
pointthis series. Afterall, a late-season surge by 
Jones would go a long way to sewing up another 
National League East Division titlefor Atlanta. 

SOLID STAFF: As of Aug. 27 Braves were one of 
12 Major League pitching staffs that boasted an 
ERA under4.00and allowed just 113 home runs 
through 128 games. 



SECOND CHOICE: Chris Reitsma took overthe 
closer’s rolethis year from Dan Kolb in Atlanta. 


BUT WHO WILL CLOSE?: Atlanta’s bullpen has 
no clear stopper. Dan Kolb lostthejoband hasn’t 
posted a save since May. His replacement, Chris 
Reitsma, blewthreeof his firstfour save oppor- 
tunities in August, potentially opening the door 
for Kyle Farnsworth to take over. 

GIVE ‘EM THE STOP SIGN: Atlanta was third in 
the Majors with 28 outfield assists as of Aug. 26. 

DIDN’T HE KNOW MOSES? At 47, Braves first 
baseman Julio Franco is easily the oldest play- 
er in the Majors. And, as of Aug. 26, he was one 
deep drive away from becoming the oldest player 
in Major League history to hita home run. 

ERIC BRANDNER 
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Power Surge 

Andruw Jones is putting on a home run display for the ages 


ITS THE ROLE-REVER- 


S A L he’s been waiting for. 

Andruw Jones can look to either 
side of him in the outfield and rem- 
inisce back to 1996, when he was 
the least of an opposing pitcher’s 
worries. 

Just 19 years old, Jones became 
the youngest player to go deep in 
World Series history, belting a pair 
of home runs in Game 1 at Yankee 
Stadium. 

Flash forward 10 years and he’s 
the rock amongst a bunch of rookies 
who — just like he did in the mid- 
’90s — are helping the Braves make 
another playoff run. 

As one of the few remaining big- 
name stars from the Braves’ dynasty 
of the 1990s, Jones plays a leading 
role in the development of Atlanta’s 
future stars. And he’s boosted his 
game in the process. 

As of Aug. 28, the Braves’ center 
fielder had a Major League-best 42 
home runs, which some attribute 
to his new, wider stance. That’s six 
more than he’d hit in a season to 
date and five away from the fran- 
chise record, shared by Hall-of- 
Famers Hank Aaron and Eddie 
Mathews. 


MR. OCTOBER 

Andruw Jones has been in the 
playoffs each season of his 
Major League career: 



CENTERED: With so many youngsters on Atlanta, Andruw Jones had to becomethekey bat in the Braves’ lineupthis season, 


YR 

G 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

TB 

SB 

CS 

SF 

SH 

AVG 

SLG 

’04 

154 

570 

85 

149 

34 

4 

29 

91 

71 

278 

6 

6 

2 

0 

.261 

.488 

’05 

129 

474 

78 

129 

20 

3 

42 

102 

55 

281 

2 

3 

6 

0 

.272 

.593 


ness. But while Jones’ defense 
has never been a question (he has 
seven gold gloves) his hitting suf- 
fered over the duration of his first 
full season in the majors, where he 
batted just .231. 

Shades of the phenom that 
dazzled everyone in the ’96 Fall 
Classic resurfaced in 1998, when 
he produced the first of six career 
30 -home run campaigns and bat- 
ted .271. 

His power numbers are impres- 
sive for his age: Just 28, Jones has a 
shot at toping 300 homers by year’s 
end. Still, he’s never finished higher 
than ninth in the National League 
home run race. Add in his penchant 
for striking out and his sub -.270 
career batting average and you get 
a better picture of what’s kept the 
player with the seemingly limitless 
ability from achieving Barry Bonds- 
like icon status. 

Jones has even struggled for 
supremacy on his own team. He’s 
spent a large part of his career play- 
ing second fiddle to 1999 National 
League MVP Chipper Jones, a five - 
time all-star. 

While he’s cut down on the 
whiffs, Andruw Jones will still 
strike out more than a greasy guy 
at a Georgetown bar this season. 
And barring a hot streak of epic pro- 
portions, he’s probably not going to 
hit .300, either. 

But with the combination of 
new blood in the lineup and new- 
found power at the plate, fans are 
finally seeing the stats they antici- 
pated from this four- time All-Star 
all along — whether their original 
expectations were fair or not. 

ERIC BRANDNER 


Had 2 homers and 6 RBI in the 
1996 World Series 

Has 9 career postseason 
home runs 

Is a. 258 hitter in the playoffs 


“I have to be honest with you: 
I wasn’t exactly excited about 
what Andruw was doing before,” 
Aaron told the Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution recently. “But it 
seems like his whole demeanor 
has changed. ... He wants to be 
depended on. He wants to set the 
example for the kids.” 

Potential can seem like a dirty 
word, and no one knows that bet- 
ter than Andruw Jones. 

His homers against the Bronx 
Bombers brought his name to the 
forefront of baseball conscious- 



Jeff Francouer is so good that Sports 
Illustrated dubbed him “The Natural.” 


Class of 2005 Lifts the Braves 


FOR THE PAST 13 SEASONS, the Atlanta 
Braves have dominated the National League 
East with a simple formula: put together one of the 
league’s best starting rotations (see Maddux, Glavine, 
Smoltz, etc.) and add a big bat here and there. 

In 2005, plagued by injuries to proven veterans 
like Mike Hampton, Tim Hudson and Chipper Jones, 
general manager John Schuerholz adopted a differ- 
ent plan: Just let the kids play. 

And he’s taken it to the extreme. There should be a 
jungle gym in the Braves’ clubhouse. Atlanta has post- 
ed fewer than 20 starting lineups that don’t include 
at least one rookie. Manager Bobby Cox has used 16 
rookies so far this season. 

The poster boy for the Class of 2005 is 21 -year- 
old Atlanta native Jeff Francoeur. The right field- 
er has been an instant hit, dominating the league 
since joining the team on July 7. He was still hit- 


ting .400 as of Aug. 11 and recently found himself 
on the cover of Sports Illustrated under the head- 
line “The Natural.” 

“Everyone is talking about Francoeur, as they 
should be,” Schuerholz recently wrote in a column 
for MLB.com. “But we knew the kind of makeup 
and competitive spirit he has, so we’re not entirely 
surprised by anything he does in a competitive envi- 
ronment.” 

Third baseman Wilson Betemit and second base- 
man Pete Orr both have proved themselves capable 
hitters, as has catcher Brian McCann, another Atlanta 
native and Franceoeur’s roommate. On the mound, 
Kyle Davies has been a key fill-in starter and out of 
the bullpen Blaine Boyer (yep, another Atlanta native) 
is no picnic for hitters. 

But with Schuerholz and Cox pulling the strings, 
should anyone be surprised? derek turner 
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Color Scheming 



The red Washington Nationals caps have stoked a political controversy among Democratic fans. 

The political art of picking a Nats cap 


WASHINGTON IS A CITY where people 
care strongly about their political convictions 
— and, as such, symbolism carries weight. 
Did anyone really think the Nationals would 
be able to stay above the fray? 

It was widely reported this year that fans 
whose politics lean to the left were intention- 
ally avoiding the team’s red hats emblazoned 
with a W’ — shunning both the media-given 
shade of GOP-voting states and symbolic mid- 
dle initial of the president. Now, eager to avoid 
controversy, some fans may be looking for 
politically neutral gear. But it might be hard 


to don any Nats apparel without offending 
someone’s political beliefs. 

The Culprit: 

RED “W” HAT: Red is Republican, W’ is for 
President George W. Bush. 

The Alternatives: 

RED ‘DC’ HAT: This hat is only a weaker show 
of support for the same administration, as 
“DC” can easily be construed to represent 
Vice President Dick Cheney. 

BLUE ‘DC’ HAT: Blue-staters see the syllables 


of Democrat. 

-►BLUE ‘W’ HAT: Lose the red- association, but 
could be throwing back to show support for 
Democrat prez Woodrow Wilson. 

-►YELLOW ‘W’ HAT: Do away with all red-state, 
blue -state nonsense, but, in doing so, one 
still can’t escape the ire of Democrats — his- 
torical enemies of the once -hated, and now- 
defunct, Whig party. 

-► BROWN ‘DC’ HAT: Closet supporters of the 
technically extinct Democrat-Republican 
Party will have their blood boil at this long- 
delayed hail to also-ran De Witt Clinton, the 
Federalist who lost his 1812 bid for the presi- 
dency to James Madison. 

Different Approaches: 

-► RED ‘N’ HAT: OK, so let’s get away from the 
troublesome “W” and “DC” symbols — how 
about an “N,” for Nationals? Not a bad idea, 
if you always felt Richard Nixon was a great 
president who got a raw deal. 

-► GREEN ‘N’ HAT: So forget red or blue since 
they are too polarizing. To show our modera- 
tion, we offer a blatant campaign propagan- 
da for Green Party candidate Ralph Nader. 

-► BROWN WASHINGTON’ HAT: A last resort may 
be to clear up any confusion and just put the 
whole darn name on there. But while George 
Washington-worship is a staple of American 
patriotism, bringing him up threatens to 
resurrect the feud between Federalists and 
Democratic-Republicans, who both histori- 
cally sought to curry the Founding Father’s 
favor. CHRIS mincher 


(Farm) Short Taking a Swing at .400 


Admittedly a quiet guy, 
Rick Short doesn’t like 
to talk about the fact he 
could make history for 
the Triple-A New Orleans 
Zephyrs. » 


So a teammate helps him out. “He’s hitting 
.400 ! ” is heard in the background of a recent 
phone interview with Short. 

Indeed, the 32-year-old career minor 
leaguer is taking a swing at one of base- 
ball’s magic numbers while playing for the 
Washington Nationals’ top minor league 
affiliate. 

If successful. Short would be the first profes- 
sional ballplayer to hit .400 since Aaron Pointer 
did for Salisbury, N.C., in 1961. The last major 
leaguer to accomplish the feat was Ted Williams 



Rick Short would bethefirstto hit .400since 1961. 


in 1941. The closest challengers were George 
Brett (.390) in 1980 and Tony Gwynn (.394) 
in the strike -shortened 1994 season. 

“I can’t imagine what they went through,” 
said Short. “This is on a much smaller scale.” 

There’s not much media pressure in New 


Orleans, Short said, and pitchers are treat- 
ing the infielder as they always have. “I know 
they don’t fear me,” he joked. 

While Short’s always been a pretty good 
hitter — he won the Triple -A batting title with 
a .356 average in Salt Lake City in 2002 — he 
acknowledges this is a special season. 

Mechanically, his swing is the same, but 
he’s been more disciplined at the plate. 

His patience has paid off, and not just 
with his astronomical average. After 12 years 
in the minors. Short was called up to the big 
leagues for the first time in June. Not sur- 
prisingly, he went l-for-2 for a career .500 
average before rejoining the Zephyrs after 
three games at RFK Stadium. 

Like all minor leaguers. Short would love 
to play in the majors, though he’s enjoying 
the ride to .400 while it lasts. “It’s something 
special,” he said. “I’m just going to have fun 

with it.” MATT SWENSON 



1924 1 The schedule- 
makers were not kind to 
the Nationals, who in the 
midst of competing with 
the Yankees » 


for the American League pennant, were 
forced to the road for the final 20 games oi 
the season. 

At least the eventual World Series cham- 
pions gave the fans a nice going- away pres- 
ent before their final stretch of the season. 
That gift was a series victory over the visiting 
Boston Red Sox. Boston hardly put up a fight 
in the opener on Sept. 4, allowing 20 hits in 
Washington’s 12-5 win that put the Nats two 
games above New York in the standings. 

Two days later, the Nats easily disposed of 
the Red Sox on Sept. 6 in an 8-2 win. 

Clearly smelling a special season, a 
team-record 27,000 fans made it to Griffith 
Stadium for the final home game of the regu- 
lar season. Unfortunately, the big crowd saw a 
6-2 loss. 

Luckily for the Nats, Walter Johnson was an 
ace no matter where he pitched. The Big Train 
earned his 20th win of the season against the 
Philadelphia As in an 8-4 game Sept. 8. 

A rain- out allowed the Yankees to gain 
a half- game the next day, but Washington 
held its ground during a doubleheadei 
split with the As. A doubleheader hurt the 
Nats the next day — but they had no way to 
change the outcome of the Yankees’ sweep of 
the Red Sox. At least player-manager Buck}^ 
Harris smacked a three -run homer in the 
ninth inning of a 7-4 win over the As Sept. 
11. With the win, Washington stayed up a 
game on New York. 



NATIONALS ARCHIVE is a week- by- week recap 
of the team’s World Series- winning 1924 season. 
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Home Games Shaded; 76th Annual All Star Game, July 12 
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Wild Run 
To Finish 

^It must make baseball purists 
squirm, but 10 years since its incep- 
tion, the addition of the wild card 
seems to be a stroke of genius. 


Few Nationals fans would argue, 
as the wild card is the only thing 
keeping their hopes alive after the 
team’s play has slipped in the sec- 
ond half of the season. 

Washington has just as good a 
chance at the final playoff spot as 
four other teams — which is just 
what baseball wants. 

Fans are more interested if their 
team has a shot at the postseason, 
and, with so many teams in the 
hunt, there are a lot fans score - 
board-watching at each game. 

That’s in both leagues, too, 
as the race is even tighter in the 
American League than the nail- 
biting National League. 

The best part of the situation 
is that it’s quality teams compet- 
ing for the extra spot. In the AL, it 
looks like either the L.A. Angels, 
Oakland As, Boston Red Sox or 
the New York Yankees will miss 
the playoffs because there are 
not enough spots to go around. 
In the NL, the Nats are compet- 
ing with the Philadelphia Phillies, 
the Florida Marlins and the star- 
studded Houston Astros and New 
York Mets for the wild card. 

No one knows who will 
win the last two playoff spots, 
although experts keep making 
picks — even during a Redskins 
preseason game last week. With 
no records in jeopardy and no one 
wanting to relive the steroids con- 
troversy, the wild-card chase has 
become water- cooler conversation 



Cristian Guzman and the Nationals 


are still inthechaseforthe wild card. 


for baseball fans. 

Is it possible the Yankees will 
miss the playoffs? And if so, will 
Joe Torre be managing elsewhere 
next season? 

And it’s not like the wild card 
teams are easy outs once they reach 
the postseason. 

History’s shown that the wild 
card teams can be exception- 
al. In fact, the last three World 
Series champions — the Angels, 
Marlins and Red Sox — would not 
have made the playoffs if not for 
the wild card. 

So there’s reason to be hope- 
ful if you’re a Nationals fan, even 
if there’s no hope of winning the 

NL East. MATT SWENSON 
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Earn travel awards even 


faster!* 


Get 500 iPOINTS® when you sign up. Get a free* companion ticket after two roundtrips. Get more out of your 
frequent flyer program. Introducing the iCLUB, the frequent flyer program from Independence Air with awards that are 
easy to earn and even easier to use. How easy? Every dollar you spend on your travel earns you an iPOINT.® Earn 1,500 
iPOINTS within 12 months and you've got yourself a roundtrip award.** 


No blackout dates 

Any seat available for sale Is available for award travel 
Exclusive iCLUB promotions 


Non-stop to 
cities 

from Dulles. 


Right now, we'll give you 500 iPOINTS just for signing up. That's 1/3 of the way to your first roundtrip award! And, if you 
complete two roundtrips by September 30th, 2005, we'll also give you a free roundtrip companion ticket for travel this fall. 

So go to FLYi.com, get in the iCLUB, and get going. 


(^/) independence air' 

Washington's hometown airline, now ranked one of the Top 3 U.S. Airlines 
in Travel + Leisure's World's Best Awards 2005! 


*Book and complete two roundtrip flights between 7.01 .05 and 9.30.05. iCLUB Award and GLiDE pass travel does not qualify for companion pass promotion. Companion ticket is only valid for roundtrip travel in combination 
with the iCLUB member traveling on any regularly available roundtrip fore (excluding GLiDE pass) over the some itinerary. Companion ticket may not be redeemed for cosh and is subject to collection of segment fees of up to 
$12.80, the September 11th Security Fee of up to $10.00 and Passenger Facility Charges of up to $18.00. Companion ticket travel is good for travel between 9.06.05 and 1 1.15.05, subject to seat availability. Changes must 
be mode prior to departure by calling 800-FLY-FLYi and will be subject to o $35 fee plus any applicable difference in fore. 

**For each 1500 points accumulated in a Member's account, the Member will receive o travel award good for either o free roundtrip fare anywhere Independence Air flies under 1500 miles from their originating city or 50% off o 
roundtrip fore anywhere Independence Air flies over 1500 miles from their originating city. One award may be combined with o 2nd award for o free roundtrip fare anywhere Independence Air flies over 1500 miles. Those 
traveling on iCLUB awards ore only responsible for paying the September 1 1th Security Fee of up to $10. iPOINTS ore not transferable, and only one iCLUB account is allowed per person. Other restrictions apply. See FLYi.com 
for full details. ©Independence Air, Inc., 2005. 




